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Union House Issue —An Imminence !

With effect from 30th September, 78, the old SPSU Union House at Shenton Way will
no longer be under the supervision of the Students' Union. The Poly Admin. had written to
inform that the whole PEC complex is to be handed back to the government by the specified
date, The Students' Union is at present resited in two rooms at an old block in the former
Princess Mary Campus. The building is not within the Campus Development Plan and hence
earmarked for demolition. The long-delayed completion of the New Union House building is
now picking up momentum as workers are seen putting up roof trussels for the building. If
the rate continues, it is expected that the building would be ready by the end of the year.

Eversince the Dover Road Campus was operational, the Students' Union have been ne-
gotiating for a proper centre to function. It is undeniably a right of students to a place for
organising activities and providing student welfare services.However, since 1974, the Admin.
had pursued a policy of non-recognition of the Union status in Poly. The Admin. had effec-
tively crippled the finance of the Union by their unconstitutional breach of trust regarding
the collection of Union fees. Coupled with a tight control on the campus facilities and the
stringed ECA Branch and Student Liasion Office, the Admin. hope to diffuse the importance
of the Students' Union and overstep onto her role of organising student activities.

Therefore, it is speculated that the Admin. would attempt to deny the Students' Union
a right to control the new Union House building which was agreed upon between the past
councils and the Administration. They have deliberately replaced the word "Union House" in
the original blueprint with "Canteen and Students' Facilities Centre" in their recent maps
put up around the campus. The move is obviously calculated to erase the building from any
link to the Union.

The usually vocal Students' Union will definitely not sit back and let the Admin. suc-
ceed in their aftempt. Recently, she had stood firm in her claim to run the existing SPSU
gamesroom in W&01, against the redundant move by the Admin. to convert it into a "Stu-
dent Recreation Centre"”. Besides, surveys and projects such as the "Know Your Union Week"
are undertaken to inculcate awareness in the students of the importance of the Union, to
rectify the present apathetic condition in campus. All these point towards the preparation
for a final showdown with the Admin. over the Union House when it is completed. o
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INTIMIDATION
EXPOSED!

Interrogation of students

Intimidation of students are carried out in
many ways, the most common tactic being
'interview'. These ‘interviews' are carried out
under various pretext. Sometimes, the machinery
of CMPB was exercised to force male students
to attend these 'interviews'. Of course the in-
terviewer would tell you that they are some
major or captain, but as the saying goes, fre-
quent the forest und you'll recognise the snake.
Some of our colleague are able to recognise
them immediately as agents of the contemptible
ISD. At other times they took cover under the
pretext of Ministry of Education, Ministry of
Culture, Ministry of Homes Affairs, etc....

Interrogation - how ?

Most of such 'interview' lasted for about 2
hours before the victim is allowed to go. The
interviewer would spend a big portion of the

time asking the students about his part in the
Students' Union and demand that he give them
information about his colleagues and the Union
situation. Finding that the student would not
answer, they would switch to another tactic; to
confuse and 'psycho' him. They would tell him
that who and who is a ‘'red' element and so
and so is a government agent. "Tan Wah Piow
is a government agent" they would tell him,
"that's why we allowed him to study in Eng-
land." The victim will be laughed at as a sim=-
ple, naive soul whc have been made use of by
others and that they are trying to help him.
At the same time, they would threaten the vic=
tim with arrest or deprivation of their chance
to attain diploma. (What a contradiction ?)

"You would be despised by othersif you
loose your diploma" they would threaten, "but
we can give you..... if only you co-operate
with us by....." Yes, bribery of students! Stu-
dents were offered scholarship, cash, a 'bright'
future in exchange for 'cooperation'.

The interview would normally end with the
students walking out of the dirty room, totally
disgusted .

PAP or Nazi?

That 17 or 18 years old students has to be
intimidated using such low class tactics is in-
deed a disgrace to our so-called democratic
government .

In fact, such third rated tactics used by
the authority manifests its weakness and re-
pressive characteristics. It shows that they are
unable to convince by reason and had to resort
to intimidation. If it does not work ‘on the stu-
dents, they would intimidate the parents. The
authority does not have confidence to win hearts
and minds by reasoning but had to rely on in-
timidation, force and violence.

How do students see such intimidation?

Are we afraid? No, most of the students
who were ‘'interviewed' became more active and
concerned in SPSU's activities. We believe in
what we are doing to be right and the intimi-
dation further convinced us of our believe. If
we do not speak up who will speak up? If we
do not rise up and fight, who will rise up and
fight ? -
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Sino-\ietnom
Confrontation

ARM CONFLICT

The souring of relation-
ship between Hanoi and Pek-
ing has risen to a new peak
when China announced a to-
tal halt to economic and tech-
nical aids to Vietnam. China
accused Vietnam of opening
fire at Chinese farm workers
while Hanoi alleged that
Chinese jets intruded her air
boundary in a show of mili-
tary muscles. While the vera-
city of these accusations and
counter-accusations are diffi-
cult to be assessed, the possi-
bility of the seemingly irrecon-
ciliable Sino=Vietnam rela-
tion turning into arm conflict
is not to be underestimated.
Western intelligence sources
indicated that there is an in-
crease in the number of
Chinese jet fighters in the
Kwangtung province recently.
On the other hand, Chinese
refugees leaving northern Viet-
nam, and other sources, re-
ported the strengthening of the
Vietnamese army along the
border and the setting up of
barbed wire fences and land-
mines .,

Sino-Vietnamese relationship

since 1950s

Historically, China and
Vietnam have been enemies.
However, in 1950s, Vietnam
was in a brother-like relation-
ship with China. In 1957,

— Rodney Lim —

friction between
and pro-China factions preci=-
pitated a major leadership
struggle, with Ho Chi Ming
being challenged by Truong
Chinh, the then ousted secre-
tary general of the Lao Dong

party (Labour party). Since
then, Vietnam became closer
to China than the Soviet.
However, after the fall of
Nikita Khruschev, the new
Soviet leadership try fo reco-
ver lost ground by stepping up
aid and proposing "United
Action" with China.However,
not wanting to collaborate
with its worst enemy, China
turned down the proposal and
this gave Soviet a chance to
pour its 'aid' into Vietnam,
The tumultous years of the
Cultural Revolution further gave
the Soviet a greater oppor=
tunity to establish influence
in Vietnam.

Mutual suspicion and ir-
ritation between China and
Vietnam grew in the 1970s.
China's effort to normalise re-
lationship with the U.S. was
watched by a suspicious Viet-
nam. On the other hand,
Hanoi's prompt action in con-
trolling the Spratly Island
claimed by China and fighting
Cambodia angered Peking.
Vietnamese's request for aids
in late 1975 was turned down
by China but heartily support-

pro=Soviet

|
it
!

.. under insults and stones . . .

ed by the Soviet. (#) In turn
Vietnamese rejected China's
analysis of world situation
with Moscow as the main
threat and gave almost total
support to the Soviet foreign

policy.

(#) China was unable fo
provide such a big sum first
of all, not to mention that
Hanoi's pro-Soviet stand was
already clear.

Why Confrontation?

China and Vietnam had
been friends. In the words of
Ho Chi Minh, the relation-
ship of Vietnam and China is
"Comrade plus brother". Dur-
ing the Vietnam War, China
had given Vietnam 200 billion
Renminbi's aid (is US$14 bil-
lion). This is not a small sum
considering that China needed
every dollar it could get to
develop its industries. Why
the confrontation then?

Anti-Chinese Policy

Whatever Hanoi may say
in defence of its anti=Chinese
policy, its mass persecution of
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Chinese was reported in news-
papers all over the world.
(Kuala Lumpur's Sin Chew Jit
Poh = 27th May, 21st May;
Philippines Eastern News -
29th May, Thailand's weekly
etc.) The 160 000 thousands
Vietnamese Chinese who pour-
ed into China speak for them=
selves. Refugees interviewed
claimed that living is impossi=
ble for Chinese in Vietnam.

Soviet Influence

Before the re-unification
of Vietnam, there were two
governments, namely Hanoi and
the PRG of South Vietnam
(Provisional Revolutionary Go-
vernment) .However when Viet=
nam was re-unified, some top
central committee members of
the PRG were persecuted for
the pro=Chinese stand. Clear-
ly the pro-Soviet elements
have gained the upper hand.
Given the opportunity, it would
not be surprising if the Soviet
manipulated their influence to
sabotage the relationship be-
tween Vietnam and China vis
a vis the Soviet.

Cuba of Asia

Those of us whose me=-
mories are not too poor, would
probably remember the vehe-
ment condemnations of Asean
by Vietnam and the accep-
tance of Asean, in principles,
by China.There is little chan-
ges in Asean so far.And it is
amusing to watch Vietnam's
attitude towards Asean making
a 180 degrees turn. Asean is
no more a ‘military block
sponsored by the US.' when
US base still remains in Phi-
lippines and Australia still
maintain its air base in Pe-
nang .

XRHR

gavrying the injured.

Asian Attitude

Althougha friendly Viet-
nam would be welcomed by
Asean, this sudden change in
Vietnam was treated with sus-
picion. The Asean leaders are
not so much worried by Viet-
nam than its big brother, the
Soviet Union. The non-com-
munist countries of S.E. Asia
see the main potential source
of instability in the region as
not China but the Soviet
Union, which is recognised
world widely as an expansio-
nist power . Although they are
careful not to mention Mos-
cow, the Asean leaders' talk
about 'proxy war' in the In-
dochina clearly indicates their
worries. Philippines's Carlos
Romula told a review corres-
pondent:

"We must be alert to the fact
that the conflicts (Vietnam-
China and Vietnam=Cambodia)
may make of us another Afri-
ca in the region.cceeaces. "
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Conclusion

It is indeed regrettable
to find another Cuba in Asia
and this, if true, shall be a
great loss to the Vietnamese
people and the peace-loving
people in South East Asia.
Another African situation is
unlikely to develop mainly
because of the presence of a
powerful and strongly anti-So-
viet China, and to a little
extent, Cambodia. Also, we
must not forget the influence
of the United States and Ja-
pan who have great interests
in this region. Furthermore,
unlike Africa, the insurgent
movement in all these regions
are strong anti-Soviet and
therefore its old tactics in
Africa would not be applica-
ble.

In the meantime, China
and other countries in Asia,
will have to wait and trust in
the proven pride and indepen-
dence of the Vietnamese peo-

ple. (]
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Continuatian of story

REMOTE CONTROL

LOVE

4, Who Is He???

Ah Chan’s identity has become a mystery,;
not only because of his gigantic withdrawal but
rather because of his strange behaviour. It
seems funny that a rich young man like him was
not known to them before.

On the second day after Ah Chan's ac-
count was investigated. Early in the morning
the atmosphere was already abnormal . Half an
hour after the bank was opened, the rarely seen
Director of the bank walked in, accompanied
by the branch manager. Following them were a
number of top executives of the bank. Their
expressions on their face solemn.

In the beginning the chap who investi-
gated Ah Chan's account was called in follow=
ed by the head of the withdrawal department.
After some time, he came out and walked to
the girl with the bright smile, Miss Fang.

"Miss Fang, the director wants to talk to
you." Miss Fang was shocked but then
she calmed herself down and went in.

At 11.30, all of them came out together
and there was complete silence. The time
crawled by as the director walked back and
forth across counter.

No one really understood why the atmos-
phere was so tense—perhaps its due to the pre-
sence of the director. After some time Heler
could not bear it anymore. She pretended to
bring some documents near Daisy Fang and ask-
ed softly, "What's the matter, Daisy ?" Daisy
cautioned her to keep quiet and then wrote on
a slip of paper. 'DIRECTOR SAID THAT THIS
IS COMMERCIAL SECRET.'

Not wanting to disappoint Helen, she
added, "Director wants to know who he is."

12,00 pm sharp. Ah Chan appeared.
Withdrawal "

Before Ah Chan could finish Miss Fang
had already been writing..She knew it before~
hand .
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"Misss.voces” Ah Chan was about to re-
peat his routine, But having failed on so many
occasions he has already lost confidence. He
felt like a fool, however he still completed
his questions.

"0 .K." came the unbelievable answer.
“"Where ? When ?"

5. It's Over!

Ah Chan was overjoyed even though they
really only had a cup of coffee in a nearby
coffee- house.

The irresistable beauty of Miss Fang was
everywhere around him. He did not regret his
decision half a month ago. On the other hand,
Daisy Fang's curiosity in Ah Chan grew when
she found that he was only an ordinary sales-
man. She cannot understand how a salesman
like him can have an account amounting to an
astronomical figure—but she was too' shy to
ask. There is. also another doubt ‘in her mind.
What was his intention?

The next day Ah Chan did not turn up.
It was 12.15 pm and Ah Chan was still no-
where to be seen.The people in the bank were
so used to his routine that it seemed rather un-
natural that he did not turn up.

The silent burst into a roar of laughter
when someone remarked that “"Miss Fang was
jilted ." While Daisy turned red with embarrass—
ment, the branch manager felt relaxed. "He is
only trying to be funny." he thought.

6.  Ah Chan re-appeared. !

However, the next day, Ah Chan was there
again, Still 12.00 pm sharp . This time he seem-
ed more confident. "What is he up to again?"
everybody was thinking.

He walked in a matter-of-fact manner to
Miss Fang and. said, "Withdrawal.....” Daisy
looked up. "One hundred" He continued.

Daisy skilfully wrote it for him,
"Miss Fang..." Ah Chan was blushing as

he continued nervously. "Can...can you....
marry me?"

"What?.: Marry him?! Everybody who
have heard that was shocked. This is obviously
too ridiculous and Miss Fang could find no
answer to his question. Silently, Ah Chan took
his withdrawal and left the bank.

The next day. 12.00 p.m. Ah Chan was
again at the bank. At this time everyone in
the bank were thinking that he must be some
king of nut.

"Withdrawal $1000"

"Miss Fang, can you please marry me?"

This time Miss Fang calmly said: You
must be joking, sir" and she hurriedly finished
writing the check for him. Ah Chan lett si-
lently.

The second day
"Withdrawal, 10 thousand"

"Miss Fang....." and the answer is of
course negative. At this time they began to
notice that his withdrawal is increasing 10 fold.
Trying his old "trick" again. But marrying isn't
like having a cup of coffee he must be crazy.
However there are others who think differently
- if he continues in this manner, his withdra-
wal would be $100 000, $1000000, $10 000 000,
$100 000 000 and so on ....... Daisy Fang
knew exactly what to do. She immediately re-
ported to Bank's headquarter.

7. BANK CRISIS.

After a lot of discussion and meeting,
final decision was: wait and see.

Another day and this time the withdrawal
is really one hundred thousand. Ah Chan's ai-
titude was firm - he wanted to marry Daisy
Fang. On that night, all the top executives of
the bank were told to stay back for a meeting.
However, no one was able to deduce Ah Chan's
motives. Some said that he is trying to bring
the bank down, some thought that he is a prac-
tical joker, others thought him nut,

"One million"
"Miss Fang....."

That evening paper, carried this headline
in bright redprint: BEWARE OF BANK WITH=
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DRAWAL STAMPAGE . :The paper was sold out.
7.30 p.m. The "Daily News" on the TV also
reported the incidence. The whole city was
rumbling .

8. Poor Miss Fang

A hundred million is a big sum but the
bank still could manage it. But what will hap-
pened a few days later?.

Furthermore what if the panic customer
start pouring into the bank! The bank will heve
to close down! And if this bank close down.
What effect will it have on the H.K. society ?
(Chaos? Someone asked softly)

On the next day, all the newspaper in
the city carried enlarged photograph of Ah Chan
and Miss Fang in the front page. Their age,
educational level, address and other personal
particulars were reported in detail.

The next noon, the street infront of the
bank was already jammed with people wishing
to see this "mysterious man". Policemen who
were there to maintain order were sweating
profusely. Ah Chan finally arrived. He was so
shocked that he could hardly close his mouth.
And it was only with the protection of the po-
lice he could entered the bank.

"Miss Fang, withdrawal one hundred mil-
ion"

"Can you..eeeann. "

"Do you really want me to- marry you?
And if | agree you will stop your withdrawal ?"
Miss Pang was straight forward and calm. Ah
Chan nodded but Miss Fang did not say any-

thing else.

At night. The T.V. broadcasted. several
reports of the situation and the details of the
story. Ah Chan received numerous phone calls;

some praising him, some pleaded him to stop
his stupid game, others scolded him or laugh at
him. Finally he hung up the phone.

This happened to Miss Fang too. However
she cannot hang up, because all her relatives
were persuading her to say "yes". Her parents
too persuaded her. Even the managing directors
of the bank pleaded her to. They eventually
offered to make her the chief manager of the
bank the next day if she agrees.

The next day. The chaotic situation wor-
sen..... there is no need to say. Finally she

nodded .

9. The End.

Ah Chan became the happiest and the
most popular man in the city.His face appeared
numerous times over the T.V.; either in dn in-
terview or advertisement etc. Reporters swarmed
behind him wherever he went. His wedding is
also to be broadcasted over the T.V. On the
wedding night, Ah Chan received a delicated=
wrapped present . Inside was a very big diamond
ring and a note: "Congratulation. Qur predict-
ion is correct. Long Live Captial" XX Multi-
national Corporation.

“"So | have met those big bosses of this
famous multinational”, Ah Chan told himself.

When he thought further: "In the past |
am a nobody but now | am so prosperous. How
much Have | done? What if they did not ask
me to get a wife and wanted me to do some-
thing evil instead....."

At this point. Ah Chan was terrified. The
more he thought the more terrified he became.

A stream of cold current rise slowly from
his feet and cause him to shivers.......... @

SINGAPORE TECHNOCRAT




10

Foreign Student News -

s Introduction to ASA
ASIAN SUUDNENYS ASSOGUIGION

— ANTHONY —

The end of World War Il ushered in an area of anti-colonialism. In many countries, people
organised themselves against the colonial masters, to ‘gain independence. The developing countries
no longer willing to see their natural resources and land being exploited and dominated by the big
imperialists.

Asian students had also since then become a front in meeting the people's aspiration in the
struggle for national sovereignty and national independence of their countries. Students activism
blossomed everywhere; the Chinese students led the historical May Fourth movement in Ching; the
student~led revolution toppled the dictatorial military regime' in Thailand. Former Japanese Premier's
visit to South East Asia was met with students protesting against the Japanese economic domination
on the region, students in South Vietnam and Cambodia stood bravely in defiance of the corrupted
Thieu and Lon Nol regimes.

It was amidst such upsurge of students' movement that a federation of Asian Students' organi-
sation was founded —— the Asian Students' Association.

Founded in 1969, its establishment was to meet the aspiration of the Asian students in the
common goal towards a better society. Initially, its membership was only six, but now it had grown
to sixteen full members and various associate members. Singapore, together with Malaysia, Philippines,
Indonesia, were among the founders. This regional students organisation had since then stretched from
the Pacific to the Middle East.

Since the formation, numerous conferences of students had been held. They provide the oppor-
tunity for students all over Asia the chance to exchange opinions and information on students. Co-
ordinated projects such as educational workshops and conferences on economic problems, population,
and education, were organised. A "Women's Commission" of ASA was also set up in 1975 in Thai-
land to evaluate the role of women in the third world. Besides, better student cooperations had also
been achieved through wider travelling. exchange tours, visits and all kinds of communication ex-
change. The formation of STAA (Student Travel Association of Asia), which provide cheap and well
coordinated travels, further enhanced the relationship among students in Asia. The ASA News, which
is circulated widely over the world, is an official publication of ASA. It serves to project the stu-
dents viewpoint on current students involvement in their struggle for a new and more just society in
Asia.,

The growth and development of ASA greatly reflects the growth and development of the Asian
students' movements. It also reflects the common desire of Asian students to strengthen solidarity and
give mutual support to the righteous movements in Asia.

The victories of the Thai struggle for a just society was greatly shared by the brothers and
sisters all over Asia. Under the banner of ASA, campaigns had been organised in support of the
Thai students. Protests were also launched against the oppression of students and the persecution and
victimisation of student leaders especially in Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore. Besides, ASA also
rallied support for students in Africa and Latin America in their movement for a self-determined
national interests.

ASA as an independent organisation, had grown into a potential force in serving the students
aspiration in the region and the world within a short period of about 10 years. Though faced with
numerous difficulties because of suppression of students' movements in the region especially S.E. Asiq,
it is expected that ASA will advance with the deluge of people's movement towards a better society.
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JERUTONG SQUATTERS
DEMOUTION 1SSUE

— ANNA WEE -

Following the merciless demolition of the
squatters' huts in Tasek Utara, another similar
injustice was done to the squatters in the town
of Jerutong in Penang on the 20th of July this
year,

After much effort of borrowing and earning
for building shelters for their families, the
squatters painfully saw their dear homes being
pulled down mercilessly in front of them. The
once homeland of theirs, was turned to an un-
sightly scene within minutes. A common quest-
ion flashed across their minds instantly — When
can the sorrow of the poor came to an end?

On the afternoon of 21st July, four truck-
load of demolition squad and a squad of police
were sent out by the Penang State authorities
to carry out the inhumane act.Negotiation and
clarification was immediately arranged with the

concerned authorities.But as this was still being
done, a hut was already being pulled down by
the authorities. Squatters of 7 other huts were
asked to dismantle theirs in two or three days
time; otherwise, penalties such as timber con-
fiscation, fines of not less than a thousand
dollars and imprisonment for not more than a
year may be levied on them.

The next day, another six 'illegal' homes
were again being demolished heartlessly. These
were houses which were still under construction.
Squatters of another 14 houses were warned of
the demolition if they do not dismantle theirs
within 24 hours. Another hut was also pulled
down on the 20th July.

According to press sources, a total of 94
'illegal houses' were being built during the
election time. Surprisingly, during the con-
struction of the huts, the authorities did not
take any actions against them. It is after the
squatters had moved in and settled down that
the authorities took to such unscrupulous acts.
These squatters were poor people and were
affected by the demolition. In a letter to Dr.
Lim Chong Eu, the Chief Minister of State, the
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squatters stated that if they were rich people
they would not be living along the sea front
in illegal homes which did not have electricity,
water or any form of security. Some of them
had been evicted by landlords and others could
not afford to pay high rents.

"It is especially difficult for us to find
inexpensive rooms as we have large families.
Some landlords have refused to rent us rooms
because of this," the squatters said.

They also stated that there were no low-
cost houses available now and that all their
applications for low cost housing had either
been rejected or not given any reply.They had
no choice but to resort to this. They were ap-
pealing to the

merciless demolition on humanitarian grounds.
Yes:Where have the human feelings of the au-
thorities gone to?

When the demolition was carried out on
the 28th of July, the children of a family ap-
pealed to the officials to allow them a few
days' time to dismantle their lodging on their
own as they were unable to do it then for their
parents were out working. This request fell on
deaf ears and within minutes, their lodging was
toppled and planks of timber was trampled and
chopped .

Being placed in difficult circumstances,
the squatters tried meeting the authorities both
by writing and seeing them personally at the
Dewan Sri Pinang. But ‘'coincidentally', the
Tun was not in and it resulted in the arrest of
6 ladies and 1 man for 'dashing' into the build-
ing. They were fined and also charged in court.

Fellow citizens, if you are still wonder-
ing when and where will the next similar plight
occur. Do care to look out for further current

news. Do not stop at finding out only, do share

it with others. -
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justice, working even harder for challenge
ahead. At last, July 29th incident befell SPSU
on the eve of her nomination day for the Gen-
eral Election. The various changes and allega-
tions is used in the statement or the arrest
made many people realised that this was just
another of their tactics. It was thus that our
students were detained for 2 years without any
open trial in court.What crime had Chai Chong
committed? When will he regain his freedom?
These are what we yearn to know!!!

Two years might not be considered too
long a time to us. But to personally experience
and withstand the many tortures and suppression
for 2 years is something which makes others res-
pect. At least Chai Chong had withstand this
two terrible years without selling away his prin=
ciple and ideal. Chai Chong——our salute to
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ANTI-BUS FALE QIIKE CRLUZAGH
—) SWORYT SULARY

Chronology of events during the Anti Bus-
fare Hike campaign taken up by SPSU.

16.6.78

SBS announced bus fare hike to be imple-
mented on the 1st of July.lIncrease ranges from
50% to 100% of original rates.

20.6.78
Emergency Council Meeting

Council viewed fare hike as an enter-
prising attempt by the SBS to reap more profit
which directly caused the general public to
shoulder the consequence of having to pay more
for their daily expenses.

21-23.6.78

Surveys carried out in various areas of
Singapore including Jurong Town Interchange,
HDB estates. Opinions gathered were generally
expressive of the fact that SBS is committing
an immoral act of making the public suffers for
its own ends. Publicity were made in the cam-
pus urging students to help in surveys.

24-26.6.78

Students were organised to distribute pam-
phlets to the public. People from all walks of
life were informed through the pamphlets of
SPSU's stand on the bus fare hike and the
carrying out of a petitioning campaign by the
Union.

Students x‘ng ou; survey ar
Jurong Interchange

26-27 .6.78

Student teams went to many areas to col-
lect signatories for the petition. In the course
of conducting the petitioning campaign, students
were frequently harrassed by police who kept a
very watchful eye on their movements. Never-
theless, the campaign was successfully carried
out. In 2 days, the number of people who
signed the petition shot up to 7 000.

28.6.78

A forum was organised in conjunction to
the petitioning campaign. However, the more
than thousand people who attended the forum
were disappointed by the absence of the few
important speakers: Minister for Communication,
SBS Managing Director, and the representative
from the Consumer Association. By this time,
the number of people who signed the petition

reached an overwhelming 10 000!

29.6.78

Petition was handed in at the Ministry of
Communication. However, the students' dele-
gate encountered much problem and red tape
before the petition was actually 'pass over'.
Students were first notified that the Minister
was on leave at Bali and the acting Minister,
Mr. Ong Teng Cheong was too busy to receive
the petition personally. After much effort try=-
ing to locate the acting Minister, the students'
delegate finally agreed to hand in the petition
to the Permanent Secretary who claimed to hold
all responsibility .

30-31.6.78

SPSU calls for boycotting of the fare hike
by urging the public bus commuters to pay old
rates until the Minister replies. Pamphlets and
stickers were distributed.Police harrassment be-
came more overt. In two occasions, students
were arrested and brought to the police station,
allegedly for illegal distribution of pamphlets
in public.Their names and particulars were also
taken down. It cannot be denied that the stu-
dents were doing something morally justified by
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playing their role as a conscious sector in voi=
cing out against acts or irrationalities. More=
over, it is extremely impractical for the union
to apply for a permit to distribute pamphlets
under that circumstances when the fare was just
a couple of days away. Such police intimidat-
jons are reflective of the high degree of in-
tolerance that the government harbours against
outspokenness of students and their growing
awareness in showing concern for society.

3.7.78

Minister ignored points raised in the pe-
tition and replied in a simple letter to the
Union stating that government cannot accedes
to the request of cancelling the hike.

The following day, the government men-
tioned in the press that SBS increment of the
bus fare hike was justifiable . However, no sub-
stantiation was given.

Conclusion

Much complexity had arisen in the recent
bus fare hike, attributed to the gavernment
slogan 'SBS goes public'. In this case, party

The crowd overflowing onto the road.

interest involving the issue was created—that
of the shareholders and the general public.
Nevertheless, it cannot be denied that the ul-
timate victims are still the vast majority of the
silent crowd who rely on cheap transport as
daily necessity. Even the extremely 'cautious'
press medias felt embarrassed to suppress totally
the ‘esentment of the public over the issue.For
a case, the Straits times had to devote one
page of its regular column 'Forum' for the grie-
vances and the outcries of the people after
their first taste of the hike.

The anti bus fare hike campaign taken up
by SPSU was much isolated in force this time
compared to that in the 1974 fare hike issue.
Nevertheless it is a continued trend of students
to relate themselves with the problems of the
masses. Viewed in this perspective, we should
see the ultimate material as secondary. Instead,
it should be a welcoming fact to us that stu-
dents have never forgotten their role in showing
genuine concern for the people. ]
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26 July 1978

The Editor
Singapore Technocrat

Dear Sir

INTERESTED STUDENT OR COMMUNIST? A
POSER

Recently someone was again bringing up the
subject of communist activities in our schools.
| am referring to the Sunday papers report "Red
Threat Under The School Trees" in which a Mr.
So-and-so was telling teachers to beware of
groups of students sitting under trees or in the
tuckshops for they are likely to be communists
waiting to find more recruits. This person by
the name of Mr. Lee from the University of
Singapore said that the communists used three
techniques of infiltrating into schools and re-
cruiting cadres.The first is the welfare methed .
He said that ih this method the communist will
look for a student who has the potential of
being a communist, namely a student from a
poor family. He will pay the student's school
fees and eventually suck him into the fold of
communism.

This Mr. Lee thought that he was spinning a
credible tale and the teachers were all drinking
his story down. First he imagine a communist
sitting under a tree just like Newton, except
now he got his little red sickle=and=hammer
notebook with him, waiting to hook any igno-
rant student. Then he said that the communist
was so rich he not only can shake leg under a
tree but can also hand out dollar bills to pay
for other's school fees. Where does Mr. Lee
think the communist got his money without
working at a job? From some branches or is it
from a bark? In the first place how does the
cadre manage to get into a school (assuming he
mean a tertiary one, which obviously he did)
without an admission card if checked ? The other
method was the propaganda method in which
students were given literatures on communism
to read. Surely there is nothing wrong in read-
ing things on communism. The National Library
have books on Mao, Lenin, Marxist, Stalin, etc.
How do you know communism is bad without
having a chance to know more about it? Don't
get me wrong, | am not a communist, mad at

. his remark and is now defending the communists.

| am only getting at the underlying principle.

Perhaps Mr. Lee like a lot of hard-headed
persons thinks that the majority of the populat-
ion is unthinking people: that they cannot dis~
sect good from bad, right or wrong, suitable or
unsuitable, etc., that everything deemed bad
have to be censored, banned, clamped, sup-
pressed before it reaches the people. That save
for a few at the top making decisions, the rest
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- students, workers, howkers, unemployeds - are
all fools and easy prey to all dangers. This is
a fallacy. Remember that the majority are
thinking individuals who know right from wrong.
If students are reading about communism, they
are just only broadening their horizons, in the
same way that reading about Korchnoi playing
chess, Sadat and his peace effort or ASEAN do
the same.

Of course there are exceptions like this person,
a New Nation reader, for instance, who said
that -he was shocked (in this age and time,
there are still people who can get shocked) to
see cigarettes and bear being won when he vi=~
sited the SAFRA Carnival. He wrote to the
paper calling the authorities to ban this because
it is bad. He quite forgot that there are other
things like Milo, Pepsi, etc to be won. This is
a good example of what a few people still
thinks, that the majority cannot make decisions
if left on their own, that our society is not a
thinking society with the people ready to be-
lieve, fallow, copy or ape everything they see
or are exposed to.

No wonder we have observers from outside who
got a wrong impression of our society.Like this
BBC production entitled "Raffles: One Man's
Dream" who said that at eight in the morning
Singaporeans converged at MacRitchie for a jog
- or else pay a fine if we don't. This is both
amusing and thought-provoking. Perhaps our
actions have been too clamped and stifled,
giving the impression that our actions have been

the result of the government's decisions rather
than our own.

Coming back to Mr, Lee and his tale, it is
improper to attribute that whenever students
take an interest in things around them, in the
union, social issues, group activities, they are
communists ready to cause ‘outrage or discord.
Perhaps this is a good excuse of discouraging
and dissuading students from taking an interest
in social issues, activities, etc by saying that
such students are communists . What an eyewash !
| know there are those who are keen to involve
in union work but are put off by these com-
munist name-tagging. The end result is that we

- built an unthinking society with students who

know the. integration of the square root of 1-x,
but do not know who is Cyrus Vance. Is this
the kind of society we want ? Luckily this is not
the case now as more students are opening their
eyes to things around them. Yet we are not
communists by such experiences. To be brutally
frank, all the talk about students being com-
munists once they took an interest in their so-
ciety is humbug.Mr. Lee was therefore shouting
about an outdated excuse. Little wonder the
teachers present at the Institute of Education
lecture did not hear him.They were seen read-
ing novels and magazines during the 90 minute
lecture. At least the novel writers can spin a
more realistic yarn than the man ranting in the
rostrum.

PETERSON T.RYAN
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FAN QUITS DAP

Mr. Fan Yew Teng, the former MP for Kampar, Perak, has resigned from the Democratic Action Party (DAP). In an
18-page letter to the DAP Secretary General, Lim Kit Siang, dated May 19, 1978, Fan announced that he was resigning
not only as a Central Executive Committee (CEC) member and DAP's International Secretary, but also as a member of the
party .

The main reason Fan gave for his resignation was what he considered to be the DAP's "opportunistic" stand on human
rights, especially regarding the human rights situation in Singapore.

Fan accused the People's Action Party (PAP) government in Singapore of being an authoritarian, "capitalist, militarist"
regime, which is fit for membership, not of the Socialist International (from which the PAP resigned in 1976 for fear of
being expelled, but of the "Fascist International",

Fan then went on to catalogue a whole list of human rights violation perpetrated by the PAP regime, which he

grouped under the following headings:

1)  Bogus "cultural freedom";

2) No freedom of the Press, speech, assembly, and association;

3)  Harrassment of political opposition and other dissidents;

4) Control of the universities and academicians;

5)  Suppression of independent trade unions;

6)  Suppression of the students;

7)  Detention for the 16th year of those arrested in the infamous "Operation Coldstore” on 2nd February, 1963;

8)  Torture of political prisoners;

9)  Other human rights violation eg. the de facto banning of the University of Singapore Students' Union, the discrimi-
nation against the 120,000 Malaysian migrant workers in Singapore .

Fan took Lim Kit Siang severely to task for recently calling for the reinstatement of the PAP into the Socialist Inter-
national (see FNS vol, 4 No. 1) on the grounds that the PAP had merely "strayed away" from human rights, To Fan, the
violation of human rights in Singapore is "systematic and consistent" and often directed "to strike down any serious challenge
to the vested interests-even if the challenge emanates from quarters committed to democracy".

Fan said that although he had been "initially attracted to Lee Kuan Yew by his eloquence" and had "joined the PAP
in good faith when Singapore was part of Malaysia in 1963-65", he started to take a public stand against the PAP from as
early as 1972 after he had "come to realise that the PAP .epitomizes the cynical culture of Newspeak, the imperatives of
which are lies, distortions, half-truths, censorship, blackouts, over-ups".

He revealed that at a crucial DAP's CEC meeting in 1976, a majority had supported the proposal by the Dutch La-
bour Party to expel the PAP from the Socialist International; but "when one or two top officials black-mailed with the
threat to resign should the CEC support the Dutch proposal, the CEC settled for the ridiculous suggestion that the Socialist
International should send a fact-finding mission to Singapore to study first the human rights situation there". Fan queried
whether there are "some individuals" who are "bent on turning the DAP into @ Trojan horse of the PAP", and cited a case
where "“resolutions condemning repression in Singapore were prevented by the machination of some PAP agents from coming
up for discussion and debate af the party's last congress (in 1977)".

Fan warned the party that "for refusing to openly and unreservedly condemn PAP repression in Singapore, the DAFP is
being identified closely with the PAP's record of democratic promises and authorirarian practices", and is “suspected by
many quarters as an extension of the PAP".

He declared that having personally suffered from repression himself ("victimisation gs ateacher, trade unionist and per=
secution as a political activist through 2 rounds of sedition trials") he "cannot and will not be party to any apologia,
openly or thinly veiled, for brutal repression in Singapore" .

Fan then concluded that he "can serve no further useful and meaningful role in the party”, though he "shall continue
to speak out against and write on injustices and repression in both Malaysia and ‘Singapore" .

PERCTRATING EYES SUSTRERRERSTANID

Prime Minister, Datuk Hussein Onn led his National Front to a landslide victory in the recent Malaysian elections.
But | wonder if this so-called victory came according to God's will (as claimed by him), the people's will or neither of
them.

Well, in my view, it is neither God's will nor the people's will that National Front came to power; but rather it was
because the people only heard about National Front. With the banning of election rally, the National Front made use of
the mass media (press, radio and television) for their campaign whereas the opposition were not accessible to.

The opposition had only posters and house to house visiting for their campaign, and yet they still can secure some
seats in the Parliament.(Some candidates under ISA detention were among those elected.)So, can you imagine how 'famous*
National Front is among the Malaysians?

| am not supporting or against the National Front or any opposition parties (because | don't know how they would
serve the Malaysians) but rather | just can't stand some people shouting around when there is no victory at all.
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SUPPRESSION OF STUDENTS!

TRACING THE HISTORY OF MYSTERIOUS LETTERS IN CAMPUS

Three years, on the eve
of the 30th Students' Elect-
ion of USSU, the Bukit Timah
Campus of the S'pore Univer-
sity was flooded with pamph-
lets. No, don't mistaken them
for the candidates' election
campaign publicity work for
these pamphlets were found
everywhere ----- on the no-
ticeboards, in the library, in
the Union Lobby and even
in the toilets; not restricted
by campaigning rules and re-
gulations.,

In fact, these pamphlets
were fake letters allegedly
written by Tsui Hon Kwong
(title), who, on learning it,
publicly denounced the let-
ter as forgery, designed to
sabotage the students' elect-
ion.The pamphlets were high-
ly provocative in nature; using
highly "communistic" termino-
logy. It was aimed at sowing
disunity and confusion at the
peak of students participation.

Four men, were caught
red-handed in that incident
and one of them was caught
after a chase. However, the
pamphleteers surprisingly (or
rather expectedly) sought pro-
tection of the CISCO guards
on duty, who allowed the
culprit to mask himself up to
avoid identification.

It was learnt later, that
this "masked marvel" was in
fact, someone by the name of
Ong Eng Hin, an SAF scholar
and reputed JPC (Junior Py-
ramid Club) member who was

studying overseas and was

back on vacation.

The "mysterious letter"
were exposed though the cul-
prit escaped unpunished (thanks
to the CISCO), the police
who released them on the same
day and the University admin.
who were reluctant to press
charge on them. The frivolous

attempt to disrupt the unity of

— STEVEN -

students had failed, as we wit=
nessed the big turn out of
students in the election and
the 30th Students' Council
was elected with an all time
record of votes.

However, some kind of
people don't seem to learn
from History. The attempt to
insinuate and protray devilish
image on student leaders were

CONTENT OF “OPEN LETTER

TO ALL POLY STUDENTS”

Fellow Students,

Beware Teo Chap Hock
and Liu Wai Sung.

Last year Teo Chap Hock
and company were involved
in Bus Fare Concessions for
Poly students. They dropped
the matter because of poor
response. Now we have bus
fare concessions, but Teo Chap
and Company protest against
the bus fare hike. Is he real-
ly concerned with poor peo-
ple? No! Teo Chap Hock and
Liv Wai Sung are government
agents. Their mission is lure
students so that |.,5.D. can
pick them out.

How do | proof they are
government agénts? You re-
member last year Teo Chap
Hock, Liu Wai Sung and many
others were barred from exams .
because they didn't attend
lectures? Admin. allow them
for no reason. They then got
sacked because of poor exams.
results, But very soon after,
admin. gave in again and
they were allowed to repeat.

All very strange ! Why special
treatment? Do you know Liu
Wai Sung has a brother who
got connections with higher
authorities. They order the
Admin. to let Liu Wai Sung
and Teo Chap Hock to repeat.
So they must be government
agents.

All those who help Teo
Chap Hock protest the bus
fare hike better be careful!
They will report to higher au-
thorities in the government

and 1.5.D.

SINGAPORE TECHNOCRAT
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practised this time in
SPSU, understandably since the
banning of USSU.

During the SPSU emer-
gency in July '76 when stu-
dents were drbitrarily arrested
under [SA,
once again were found circu-
lated by so-called concerned
students. The pamphlets con-
tain packs of allegation, of
course without substantiation,
& were distributed to students
together with a statement from
Poly admin. (a collaborator?).
Again the attempt to frighten
away and confuse students
failed as 500 odds students
turned up to demonstraté in a
sit-in against the arr@st.

THE INCIDENT

On Thursday, 6th July
'78, stacks of letters alleged-
ly from the "concerned stu-
dents" had, once again, ap-
peared in the Poly campus for
the fourth time.

As wusual, the letters
were left lying around and
being pinned up everywhere
around the campus.

Already, admist, the Bus
Concession lIssue taken up by
the Union in the previous
session, incidents of such kind
of letters were found circula-
ting in the Poly campus.

IT'SANOTHER SLUGGISH AT-

such pamphlets

However, the allegations
in the letter besides being
blatant lies, were filled with
inconsistencies. In the pre-
vious 2 letters, the President
of the Union, Teo Chap Hock,

was being accused of associa-
ting with '"red elements”.
However, in the 3rd letter,
finding such unfounded alle-
gations very unacceptable to
many students, they had chang-
ed their mind and called Teo
as government agent ., All these
charges was never substantiat-
ed (bad habits?).

It is a pity that their
concern cannot be equalled
by the irresponsibility .

The admin., when press-
ed by the Union on actions
against such subversive act,
was reluctant to even give a
stand . Another interestingthing
to note is the inefficiency of

TEMPT

Clearly, the pamphlets
were aiming at creating a
split among students by dis-
crediting the Union as an
"extreme force". And it s
obviously aiming at students
who aren't very well aware
of the Union.
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R, XBERHRE

the Admin. in destroying these
pamphlets, a deed in which
were highly proficient in (es=
pecially when it comes from
the Union).

Such incidents, in what=-
ever context they may appear
in, are intended to create
confusion in the student body.
They tried to discredit the
Union leaders by calling them
names as what they used to
do in the press, calling the
Union "Anti-nationals”, "lef-
tists", "New left wing" and
"red". It is hoped to instill
some kind of terrorism in the
students to create an atmos-
phere of complexity around.
We urge all students and peo-
ple not to be taken in by
such malicious intentions, but
to analyse the matter further.
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Sl  GAMBLES

Singapore: SIA (The Singapore Airlines) will ac-
quire a fleet of up to 19 new Boeing aircraft
over the next 7 years. The order, said to be
one of the largest in aviation history, comprises
the supply of 13 B747 jumbo jets and 6 B727
Trijets from Boeing Aircraft Corporation valued
at $$2.1 billion (about US$900 million).

According fo a statement issued by SIA, half
of the money for the purchases will be raised
external borrowings, partly by bonds issued in
the Japanese and German markets.

HEBI5H

T4 BB L RELMERFAREKELAH
BEmAnTER, BEhfZFELS ARRAFHE
BHRANAFZTHRENER. EXHEYRL
EhMET —XK, ¥4 40 BERFHAEE
RBANZH, IERERFLTETES
T8 T4 &G W ER,

BEhkFELELREWE FEASTHE
\itE, THREELSRE—WEEMINF
LT, EEMEFTEUENRRET (&
IRk, MEATEY, BdAf“R
A RAZEEDE ), FELTRREE
X, BHIH, BWHEEREMER, %
F, b SAEHRET, LEEFELE
HERELEFWE S, TEXE. FHFHEMN
HEE5TE, HFEABRLEHETERIXRES—
MEH WRNGAERERAEAATE
LR B TEE (WRILENE ) BWEFERLT
Wi HEFE, Eh——RIGEZ, B0
THLRE? LT KE B dH? XEHE
HAVE K 4nii !

B4, AHENRRT AR R—BRKH
B, WREME@HMES FiFMH
EHHAEE, ZITHEHZERLAY
W, RPERBATESEA¥REERXE
SEHERTEALEZT HCHEESEA.
EARE, HNEREET HEEF |

SINGAPORE
AIRLINES

Agreatwayofiy

At present, when operating expenditure is rising
and when its rights of projected and even exist-
ing routings are uncertain, SIA's latest invest-
ment is a desparate scramble for the lucrative
budget travel market, competing with the esta-
blished international operators. This, SIA hopes
to be well equipped to do within 2 years when
it will have a modern fleet of carriers.

SIA has benefited from the incregsed in travel
within the SE Asian region. ‘lts business aggres-
siveness irritates even the more established air-
liners such as Qantas. But the projected reve-
nue for SIA from the SE Asian market is expect-
ed to decline as other SE Asian airlines are pre-
pared to compete for a bigger share.

The outcome of SIA's gamble would be appa-
rent in the near future.
(ADAPTED FROM. FUESSMO NEWS)
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TALE OF AN ISLE

This is an island, a society ..... our society, that is .....
a society signified with suppression,
a society which subdues sacred human rights,
a society which permits no criticisms,
a society which allows nobody to speak out
the plight and beauty of our people,
a society which breeds no justice and equality,
this is our society ..... strictly ours .....
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Our society ..... a machinery ..... that is
which tries to blindfold every individual's eyes,
plug every individual's ears,
and gag every individual's mouth,
«s... so that no social evil could be seen, heard and exposed.
this is our society ..... strictly ours .....
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To every individual,

a compulsory mis-orientation there is,

orientation from truth and reality .

Qur country is ‘rick' so they claim,

our workers are well-disciplined, so they boast to MNCs,
our students are studious so they brag,

our people are happy so they self-console.
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But truth could not be hidden,
mis-orientation could not mask the truth,
suppression could not deter people from seeking the truth.
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Courageous people stand up,

speaking for the truth, speaking against evil .....
They unmask the very ugly face of our society,
voice our the misery and aspirations of our people,
digging up the roots of injustice and inequality
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this strike our 'big bosses' right to their blackened hearts
B they are frightened, desperate, feeling insecure ..... k|
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as their sicknesses and evil doings are pointed out.

So they suppress o....

they ban newspapers that express free views,

they clamp down trade unions that fight for workers' rights,

they cripple students' unions that arouse social awareness,

they imprison individuals who have the courage to stand with the people,
+e+.. professionals, students, workers and others .....
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But this will not extinguish the people's spirit and courage,
instead, this will serve to accelerate the people's awakening,
which is like the current of the sea .....

ever advancing ..... never stopping .....
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The people are rising,

to quench their thirst for justice and equality,

to fulfil their aspiration for a true and just society,
THE PEOPLE WILL STRIVE ON AND ON

THE PEOPLE SHALL WIN ...
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